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There are moments in our lives when we wish that we could have a conversation with an ancestor who is no 

longer alive. In this workshop, we will write questions for a conversation that we would like to have with an 

ancestor. Some of us may even take the next step and invent a dialog with that person. For example, it could be 

a conversation with an ancestor who immigrated to the United States in the 1800s. Or it could be ancestor whom 

you knew when you child but who is no longer alive. Or it could be an ancestor who lived many centuries ago. 

 

Questions for Conversation and Writing 

 

1. Who are some ancestors with whom you would most like to have a conversation? Why? 

 

2. If you could have a conversation with only one ancestor, who would it be? Why? 

 

3. When did this ancestor live? 

 

4. How would you introduce yourself to this ancestor? 

 

5. What do you most want to learn during this conversation? 

 

6. What information about yourself would you most like to share with this ancestor? 

 

7. How has the world changed since this ancestor’s time? 

 

8. What information about the 21st century would you most like to share with this ancestor? What comparisons 

would you make to the time when this ancestor lived? 

 

9. How has this ancestor influenced or affected you or others—directly or indirectly? 

 

10. If you have photos of this ancestor, what would you ask or say about them? 

 

11. If you have heirlooms that belonged to this ancestor, what would you ask for say about them? 

 

12. Which of your ancestor’s generation’s cultural practices do you still practice today—e.g., celebrating a 

holiday as it was observed back then. 

 

13. What is some information about this ancestor that this ancestor might not know? Would you like to share it 

with the ancestor? Why? 

 

14. What would you most like to tell this ancestor about some of the ancestor’s descendants? 

 

15. What are other questions that you would like to discuss with this ancestor? 

 

16. Using your imagination—and maybe some research, write a conversation with an ancestor or a small group 

of ancestors. 
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